
 

 
CYNGOR CYMUNED TRESEFGOB   

79 Birch Grove, Underwood, Newport NP18 2HW  
07988624393 – clerk@bishton.org.uk  

 
MINUTES 

 
Ordinary Meeting Wednesday 10th September 2025 – Underwood Community Centre 

1. Attendance 

John Davies (Chair), Pamela Davies, Richard Stokes,Samantha Voaden-Miller, John Hall, Cherie 
Hall 

Councillor Ray Mogford 

Chris Ashman (clerk) 

( 2 members of public in attendance) 

2. Apologies – Cllr William Rowlands 

3. Declarations of Interest 

Allotments: John Hall, Samantha Voaden- Miller 

4. Announcements 

CA reported no request for an election to fill council vacancies had been received so 

council were now able to proceed to advertise the vacancies and fill them via co-option. 

Cllr Mogford asked what the balance of co-opted vs elected members was at BCC and 

further co-option might be dependent on electoral authority, ie NCC, position on this issue 

of balance. 

Action – CA to investigate with NCC electoral services and subject to feedback begin 

advert/co-option process for 4 vacancies. 

JD reported contact with NCC empty homes officer regarding Oak cottage , Bishton. 

Followed resident concerns regarding condition of property. NCC to contact owners and 

liase with planning enforcement. 

 

 

 



5. Public forum 

5.1 Public Participation 

No questions had been received before the meeting. 

5.2 County councillor updates –  Cllr Mogford updated regarding: 

Rubbish in brook (bikes, fencing etc) up to underpass – NCC “ clean up” team had 
visited ward for focused clean 

Feedback loop on My Newport could be improved 

Cllr Mogford will share requested interim report on “clean – up” as and when received. 

Councillors confirmed they were aware that some cutting back of trees had taken place 

Football parking – still problems with inconsiderate parking by parents of Glan Llyn FC – 
access by buses affected , NCC highways requested to visit to investigate potential 
signage – Action – clerk to write to club again expressing concerns. 

Sleeping policeman replacement – better location for fixing being considered due to 
persistent demounting 

Fencing by Aden properties welcomed 

Remaining wood from fallen trees – to be monitored in case of impact on winter water 
flow. 

6. Police report –circulated – August report – more information requested on numbers of 
missing persons , noted due to numbers of childrens homes in the area. Rise in illegal 
use of electric scooters continues to cause concern. More action needed , councillors 
will continue to make reports to PCSOs, request patrols post 3.30 pm to catch offenders 
– Action – clerk to feedback to police. 
 
Councillors concerned serious accident imminent due to behaviour on e bikes. 
 

7. Minutes of  13th August ordinary meeting 

Accepted as a true record by all councillors in attendance along with minutes of 4/7 
extraordinary meeting 

8. Action Points & Clerk Report  

a. Action Points 

i. Action points reviewed and list to be updated (see below)  

Community clock installed during school holidays 

Dfib replacement pads unavailable until September 25 – health centre 
pads location temp unavailable  

Meeting with Jessica Moredon MP – dates in September to be agreed – 
pre submitted questions likely to be required 



Football club – they are responsible for disposing of own rubbish – 
laminated signs reminding of this to be produced 

Relief cleaner – still required – approach to local contractor for cover for 
holidays to be made alongside advert (noting cleaner would be an 
employee) 

 

9. Finance & Procedure  

a. Approved payments made in August and two further £14.40 (Best in bloom 
certificates) and £42 (clerk training course) 

b. Reviewed and agree Bank Reconciliation August 2025 

i. Agreed as accurate 

c. Budget for Rememberance Sunday -  Wreath for Magor ceremony approved, 
knitted poppies display being constructed – clerk to check plans/need for 
support in Bishton/ Friends of bishton 
 

d. 26/27 Budget Planning – Discussion regarding fees and charges , potential 
increase due to electricity costs and councillors invited to consider “projects” 
for 26/27. Both issues to inform construction of budget and level of precept 
request to be made by January 26. 

 
Finance and Procedure committee to consider these points further at meeting 
on 8th October 6pm – immediately in advance of council ordinary meeting. 
 
Council to then consider draft  budget at its November meeting. 
 
Chair suggested contact with community on future needs – agreed via 
development of facebook survey ,coffee evening/ meeting with community 
groups and possibly paper survey with return envelopes – this has worked well 
elsewhere – Action -Clerk to develop. 

 

10. Maintenance & Facilities 

a. First aid kits – to be replenished /replaced and updated - agreed 

Councillors suggested exploring “bleed kits” being made available 

b. Bishton hall – hand dryers -  quotes to be obtained for new handryers at Bishton 
 

c. PAT testing – agreed annual testing to be undertaken 
 

d. Changing rooms – water supply update 
 
Further Dwr Cymru visit 14/8 confirmed most issues identified in July report had 
been addressed – outstanding ongoing issue regarding pipe work installation 



compliance still being considered. Chair to update when further feedback 
received. 

 

11. Community 

a. Allotments 
Recommendations made to clerk to contact plot holders on various issues 
connected with infrindgements , condition of allotments. 
 
Wood for raised beds for plot 1 delivered. No news on grant application as yet. 
Example planter for Bishton to be made and shared with Friends of Bishton for 
feedback 
 

b. Arrangements for Best in Bloom awards – 4th October 
 
Poster with new date displayed on notice boards and on website 
 
JD to purchase voucher prizes (18 x £10) 
 
Budget for catering set at £400 – amendment to budget forecast required 
 
Revised Invites to award winners issued 
 
Help with setting up and clearing up and hosting event needed – all to note 
 
JD to present certs 

c. Christmas 2025 – carol evening set for 28th November, choir booked – budget 
increase approved for wine/mince pies, gazebos to be brought up and 
consideration given to lighting 
 
 

12. Planning – no decisions or applications to consider – Solar farm application in 
neighbouring ward – clerk to contact community council to seek advice in terms of 
potential consultation response 

13. Date for Next Meeting 

Ordinary Meeting Wednesday 8th October 2025 6.30 pm – Bishton Village Hall 

(to be proceeded by Finance committee meeting 6.00pm) 

Emergency item – UCC toilet leak -water on floor – plumber/handyman to be called 
and repairs undertaken. 

Meeting ends at 20.25 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action Points  

Clerk Action Points – July/Aug 2025 

1. Contact Wales & West Utilities to recommission gas meter at sportsground 
a. Complete. WWU to carry out inspection of meter April 14th  

2. Dwr Cymru water safety inspection for sportsground  
a. Further inspection 14/8 

3. Send any letters relating to allotment plots 
4. Follow up issues with John Griffiths estate visit with councillors   

                9th May 09:30 at UCC conference room  

5. Date set for meeting with Jessica Morden  
a. Awaiting new dates due to schedule issues  

6. Date for Finance & Procedure Meeting  
a. July 30th   - not quorate – future meetings to be held adjacent to council ordinary 

meetings 
7. Draft football club SLA 

a. Complete circulated for feedback 
i. Update from meeting: Football club to send all information on which 

games are being played and when to work out totals owed / owing going 
forward.  

8. Write to football club re parking issues - complete 
9. Raised beds at allotments to be revisited by councillors 
10. Meeting with city councillors to discuss estate issues 
11. Green flag awards – PR 
12. Options for Bishton churchyard 
13. Defib pads -Underwood health centre 
14. Nominations for Vice chair 
15. Feedback to police on August report 
16. Letter to football club re condition of changing rooms 
17. Chair to report on meeting with Dwr Cymru 
18. Relief cleaner advert 
19. Insurance quotes for staff absence cover 
20. Mitigating actions from Internal auditor report 
21. Fencing issues to be highlighted again with NCC counclllors 



22. Finance docs on website issues from mop to be actioned 

 


